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re:fres

re. about, regarding, with reference to
Goddos Spirit

fresh  newly made, recently arrived, not
previously known, additional or
further

re:fresh to provide new vigor and
energy to simulate, to make
fresh again
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Why | Go To Church
By Christina Martin

Hi there everyone!

Reading over the last few “"Why | Go to Church" entries, | see the pattern of growing up with
Godly parents in the last four article contributors. How lovely they continued the churchgoing
tradition. And in contributing exists a chance for one to let you get to know them better.

In my family, the grandmothers went to church, not the grandfathers, and the next generation

seems to have dropped out altogether. After our parents' hiatus, | think of the 12 of us grand-
children on one side, maybe two now go to church, and | doubt the percentage is any better on
the more distant side.

Whatever the reason for that may be -- generation gap, et cetera, | found my way here out of
desperate need for all it has to offer. | expected when reading back over the past contributions

to this column to already see that Jesus had advised us to gather together in his name, to see

the first and fourth commandments mentioned, so | mention them in this paragraph. (First
commandment: thou shalt have no other gods before me.) If | at least take an hour out for
church, this helps me see | am taking some action regarding this commandment, which is so
easy to break, giving so much else priority!

I have heard agnostics ask, o0odo you really thin
going to church?d6 The ministers | have had have
(I have read Dietrich Bonhoffer, after all.) Maybe we should return to having services in Latin.

The ministers | '"ve had have tried to help us p
cleandé when they visit, and that they I|live in a

| think the dirty mirrors was allegorical, whether Pastor Mark Elliott meant it to be or not. The

Buddhi sts actwually say, othe mirrors are al ways
al | have our Dblind spots; maybe saying othe mir
ing that.

On the literal angle, | have told my step -mom it is impossible to get the bathroom mirror per-
fectly clean; to give it up. | know she wishes she had time for church, but after working a 40

hour week, she has shopping and errands to do on Saturday, and cleaning, and rest to fit in
there somewhere, so | can't judge. | only work part -time. In the days of the church of Phila-
delphia, the days when this country really took root, everyone had servants. So who is to say

we can compare our lives now to that?

Continued on
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Participants

(from Left to Right)

Jim Handley
Jody Nelson
Pastor Matt Sipe
Marilyn Harter
Grace Swenson
Joy Krieg

Thanks to all the
participants for

their participation.

Music Sunday

February 26th at 10:30am

Do you like to sing or play an instru-
ment? Do you have family or friends
\ who like to share music? Calling all
singers and instrumentalists! We are
going to give glory to God through the
gift of music on Music Sunday. If you
would like to participate, or if you have any questions please
contact Kathy Workman at 763  -972-2986 or email her at:

kjiworkman@frontiernet.net
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UMW Kemps Taste Test

January 12th at 7:00pm

January 12 t at 7:00pm the UMW is holding a Kemps Taste
Test. We need 24 people who like to sample dairy prod-
ucts. It takes about half an hour and the UMW will raise
$240.00 to support mission projects. Also, each participant
receives two $3.00 coupons for Kemps' dairy products.



mailto:sarah.hellmich@me.com
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Church Council Annual Report

CHURCH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT

2011 has been a busy and rewarding year for the Church Council and for our church.

Some highlights were:

Incorporating the Time and Talent Survey
Looking into and starting the process to become a Welcoming Congregation
New Office Software was purchased and training was done.
Survey of the Congregation regarding Worship and Sunday School times
e Summer worship and Sunday School was held at 9:30

e The survey concluded that the Sunday School for Preschool through 4 th grade
should stay with its current schedule.

Prayer In Action Group was started in the spring. This group incorporates Prayer and
also putting Prayers into Action through Mission and Outreach.

Based on past history, it was decided to move the 5 th and 6 th grade education hour to
Wednesday evenings. This has been a great success and our students have been invit-
ing their friends too!

A youth leader was hired 8 our youth are busy and involved on Wednesday evenings.
Michael Frederickson has been a wonderful addition to our church.

A new sound booth was constructed. The finished product looks good and is working
well. The Trustees and Kaj Meister came up with a great plan and we were able to con-
tain the sound booth without having to move the organ and the choir!

A new Wednesday evening service will be starting in February called Re:Fresh. The ser-
vice is still being planned and the people who are planning it are Pastor Matt and Chris-
tian Nielson with input from the youth leader and lay people. We will be starting out
once a month and hopefully expanding.

A grant has been applied for to help pay for the new Wednesday service worship leader.
We are also asking for money to buy new equipment for the Sound Booth to facilitate the
new Worship service as well as the Sunday morning Worship service. We passed the
first hurdle. Pastor Matt and | presented our plan to the conference on Saturday, De-
cember 3. The conference will meet on December 13 and we will know if we get some or
all of the money requested on December 14.

Our apportionments have been paid!

Continued on
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Bishop Sally Dyck

The Gift Behind the Price Tag

Once, when | was in junior high school, our family was having dinner about a week before
Chri st mas. The conversation turned to when we a
when we would share our gifts with each other. We had our extended family gatherings sched-
uled, but we discovered that there was no time between then and Christmas when we would all
be home and available for some relaxed time t ogs-d

Someone suggested that we have Christmas right then. There was only one universal objection,
and that was that none of us had wrapped our presents.

We decided wrapping wasnodot i mportant. Weholds and prg-h
sented them in their store bags.

We started a new tradition: a Opaper bag Chri st
fancy paper (and | O-mramer), dutlin piain draevn papebbags. g i f t

Gifts often come to us in oplain brown paper ba
tractive. But when we open them, we discover the true gifts that they are.

Last month, | reported on the road tour that Rev. Cindy Gregorson, Minnesota Conference di-

rector of ministries, and | took this fall. | reported on the changes and challenges that lay peo-

ple observed in their communities and therefore in churches A particularly those changes re-
lated to the economy, immigration and diversity, the developments and speed of technology and
communications, and family life.

These changes bring noticeable losses to individuals, communities, and churches. They also
offer opportunities or gifts.

The qgifts

What are these opportunities or gifts A that call us to offer them in return to those who are
caught in the turmoil of their lives?

1. People are stild]l | ooking for what AsthewodylofdChrista |
we can offer and extend invitation, welcome, and acceptance in a way that no other institu-
tion or group can, for we offer Christ and Christian love. But this might require us to change
some of our own attitudes, behaviors, and practices in order to extend community or hospi-
tality. While Minnesotans are hospitable to those we know, we are reluctant to extend invi-
tation, wel come, and acceptance to those we do

~

have that we can give them in Christds name!

Continued on Page 17 »
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Church Council Report Continued

The Ad Council has enjoyed working together and we are looking forward to 2012 with the
same energy and spirit. The people currently serving on the Ad Council are:

Lay Leadership and Pastor d Matt Sipe
Church Council Chair d Chris Howes
Vice Chair 0 Sarah Hellmich
Secretary 0 Marsha Maas
UMW 0 Joy Krieg
Trustees 8 Tom Wetter
Finance 0 Cindee Nelson
SPPRC ¢ Jim Handley
Education 9 Terri Booth
Music 8 Kathy Workman

History and Memorials o Marilyn Harter

THANK YOU TO THE CONGREGATION, TEAM MEMBERS AND THE AD COUNCIL FOR
ALL THEIR HARD WORK, FAITH AND DEDICATION THIS PAST YEAR!

Respectfully submitted,

Chris Howes, Church Council Chair

Thank You

Pastor Sipe and the Delano UMC Congregation,

Thank you again for your continued support of the work of Project AgGrad. Your November
gifts for the AgGrad endowment are sincerely appreciated. Our current student,
Catherine Ziyomo, is progressing on her PHD path and will finish her education at-

the University of Minnesota in 2012. The AgGrad Silver Anniversary event in August was a
huge success and the celebration brought together students and supporters to further the
understanding of the mission of AgGrad and to celebrate the many accomplishments of the
alumni of the program. Your support is very mush appreciated.

Merry Christmas and peace in the New Year,
John Turrittin and the AgGrad Committee
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Big Waters Reflections

Rev. Pam Serdar
Big Water District Superintendent

Email:
Phone: 218.724 -8481

Reflections from Pam Serdar, D.S.I

Several years ago, | was standing at a jewelry counter in a department store,

when a conversation between a shopper and a clerk caught my attention. The
shopper asked the clerk if she had any cross necklaces. The clerk reached into

the display case and pulled out a velvet  -covered board with a large selection of
crosses. These cross necklaces were resurrection crosses, to those of us in the
faith, symbolic of the power of the rise
one with the |ittle guy on i1t.26

| would have loved to have had a long conversation with that woman about what

she thought she was purchasing. To be honest, | was so stunned at that moment

that | could think of nothing to say. 0T
in my soul for many years.

Last year, | was looking for a nativity set for use with the children. | went to a
fabric and craft store that had about
items. | searched everywhere for a nativity set, finally finding one on a bottom
shelf marked down for quick sale. | could choose from hundreds of kinds of
wrapping paper, stockings, doodads of all kinds, but only one nativity set tucked
away on a bottom shelf.

The other evening a Victoriads Secret oC
while | was on the treadmill. | almost fell off. Intimate apparel (or sex) is the ulti-
mate Christmas gift? Seriously?

In what universe am | living?

Continued on
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January Birthdays

Delano United Methodist Church

Tim Dalbec

1/3

Terri Booth

1/12

Skyla Dalbec
1/12

Mary Singleton
1/13

Earl Dennis

1/14

Zach Fisher

1/14

Sydney Connor
1/15

Dianne Hutter

1/16

Jon Krieg
1/16

Trevin Schott

1/16

Grace Burhans

1/19

Carroll Lundeen

1/22

Nels Nelson

1/23

Lance Wetter

1/23

Ryan Christians

1/25

Jeanine Johnson

1/26

Mary Kay Vanderlinden
1/26

Anna Bulthuis

1/28
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Thank You From Grace Swenson

A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone at DUMC for all they have done
and given in regards to the Delano
Love INC Mitten Tree! Over 95 baskets were filled for the Christmas

Food Shelf Basket this year (77 for Thanksgiving)! In addition, 2 (11

gallon) bags were filled for the many mittens, scarves, hats, and

gloves for the Love INC Mitten Tree. They were brought to Love INC

and handed out the day of the Toy Store. Delano DUMC made a

huge difference in the lives of families this holiday season!

Thank You From Delano Helping Hands

Thank you for the use of your beautiful church during the distribu-
tion of Holiday Food Baskets! Thank you for the donation of grocer-
les from members and help from members. We appreciate all the
kindness you have shown Delano Helping Hands. God Bless you
all!

~ Jeanie Palarski & Sandy Pikus

THANK YOU DUMC FAMILY!

We wanted to extenda THANK YOU to everyone from the DUMC fam-
ily for the thoughtful Christmas Gifts! It has been such a pleasure to
get to work along side and serve each of you!

Thank you again, and may each of

~Alicia Holmstrom & Pastor Matt
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From t he Past

On December 14, 2011 Delano United Methodist Church
was awarded an $11,000 Investing in Congregations grant from
the Minnesota Annual Conference of the United Methodist
Church for calendar year 2012. This grant was awarded to the
church to help launch a new worship service over the next 18 - A

Pastor Matt Sipe

36 months. There is money available for new technology, wor-
ship leadership, professional education and coaching.

This is an exciting and scary time for me as your pastor. It Connect with Pastor Matt:

is exciting for me becagse this is a tremendous opportunity for astormattsipe @gmail.com
Delano United Methodist Church to grow and reach people for Office: 763.972.3492

Jesus Christ. It is also a scary time because following the Holy Mobile: 952 486.3112

Spiritdos leading will be chall en gp ey
lacebook.com/matisipe

Sometimes.it IS much easier .to see the work of God hap- e comEt e
pening by looking backward on life. As | look backward over

the past couple of years | can see several things:
« We paid off a mortgage in March 2010.
« We welcomed several new families into the congregation.
« We re-staffed the office and youth positions.
| believe all of these items have helped us to get to the place where we know we need take
the next step to move us forward in reaching people, especially those younger families that you
and | know are not involved in church. They are your friends, relatives and neighbors. Maybe
they are looking for something other than traditional worship with hymns and organs. Maybe
they are |l onging for God but dond6ét know where t
ship service.
| have faith that this will be a successful venture if we can do two things: (1) stay focused on
Godds calling & (2) reach out in | ove and fait
Church Council and other leaders in the church have spent time praying about. | know that
several of you are very committed to helping us continue to discern how the Holy Spirit is ac-
tive in a new worship service. The second part is our part.
The heavy lifting that is required of us in this is to be people of love and faith, and to not
hide it under a bushel basket (as the Sunday School Song says). If we have that light in our
|l ife, we need to |let it shinel! Il n fact, by r emai
lifting, for Jesusd yoke is easy, and his burde
If you were at the 4:30 Christmas Eve Worship Service, you got an understanding of how
full the church has been getting. There were 207 people here for just that service and they were
spilling into every empty space we had. Not only do we need to add another Christmas Eve Ser-
vice next year, we need to add another space at the table of our regular worshipping commu-
nity.
Please continue to pray for this ministry, the church leadership and the people in Delano
and the surrounding communities that are longing for God in their lives. May this church and
our new worship experience be a place where we continue to help people live their Faith in Ac-
tion! Peace, Pastor Matt
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Choir Cantata

The choir held their Annual Choir Cantata on December 18th. It was truly

Magnificent! Check out some of the great pictures!




